Christian Living
What Do You Do?©
By Denise Fawcett Facey

It’s nice to meet new people. I’m always fascinated by learning who they are and what “makes them tick.” Perhaps we’ll find common interests or perspectives—books, movies, politics. Or maybe a new acquaintance is totally different from me, a daring risk taker who indulges in such death-defying things as bungee jumping or a brilliant technology whiz who actually comprehends the strange machinations of computerized gadgets. I love when that happens!
Interestingly, among the first questions people often ask of one another upon meeting is “what do you do?” Regardless of what other salient attributes people may possess, knowing “what they do”—professions, careers, even avocations—seems to provide some sort of shorthand about who they are. And to some extent, the answer to that question is the means by which people define themselves. 
Yet, as a Christian, have you ever noticed that others often define us by what we don’t do?  We don’t drink or we don’t go clubbing or we don’t gamble—not even on the Super Bowl or the Final Four!  In fact, others often think that we don’t do anything that might remotely be enjoyable. To them, Christians are somewhat curmudgeonly people—not having much fun and not wanting anyone else to have any, either—leading rather ascetic lives.  
How did such an unpleasant image arise? Could it be that we project this image ourselves? Is it at all possible that Christians spend more time enunciating what we stand against rather than what we stand for? Perhaps others conclude that the Christian life is filled with “don’ts” because that’s all we ever talk about.
I’d like to see that change. Perhaps we need to stop talking what we don’t and begin demonstrating what we do—not what we do for a living, but rather what we do with our lives. After all, as the old saying goes, “actions speak louder than words.”

Therefore, wanting others to know the joy of living for Christ and of what He can do, I’d like to show them that “God is love,” (1John 4:8) by extending love to them just as He would. And I’d like them to see that Jesus is the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6) because they have seen me become a peacemaker amid strife. And just maybe they will believe that “He cares for them” (I Peter 5:7) if I have shown that I care about their troubles. These are among the things I’d like to do.
Defined not by commentary that negates behaviors but rather by behaviors that honor the Lord, we can draw others to the God we serve. No one is drawn to negativity, but who can resist love, peace and joy? Those are the qualities I want to “do,” the ones by which I’d like to be defined. 
So, I want to try a little harder to represent the joy of our salvation. Already knowing what we frown upon, wouldn’t it be nice if others knew what we rejoice in and what elicits our smiles? His name is Jesus. Indeed, Christ and all He offers are made manifest in us when we do what Jesus would do.
Therefore, since we “ are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that [we] may declare the praises of him who called [us] out of darkness into his wonderful light,” (1 Peter 2:9) let’s shine that light brightly, dispelling darkness and sadness for those around us. Yes, let’s “do” that.  
And  in answer to that question—What do you do?—I‘d like my life, my behaviors, my attitudes  to answer for me: I live for Christ. That’s all I want to do.
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people” (Galatians 6: 10).
