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The Wonder of Christmas©
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The beautiful period from Thanksgiving through Christmas is my favorite time of year. Brilliant lights twinkling on homes and stores, pretty trees laden with lovely ornaments, traditional carols and seasonal songs lending cheer — everything about this most marvelous month fills me with joy. And the extra warmth of geniality, shared even among strangers, adds to the season’s delight.
Yet, sometimes lost amidst the dazzling displays and festive celebrations is the wonder of Christmas. Yes, in quiet times between the frivolities, we do sometimes recall the miracle of Christmas, that God, in human form, was born of a woman who “was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18). It’s amazing that God chose to be the ultimate gift to us. Yet, there’s more.

When God came down to dwell among men, creating that very first Christmas, He came as “Emmanuel, which means God with us” (Matthew 1:23). While Christmas began with a miracle of birth, it continues with the wonder of God’s presence among us — simply because He chose to stay.  And Christ’s miraculous presence has been with us ever since.  
Often unobserved, God makes His presence known in great and small ways in our everyday lives. But, do we notice? When our car breaks down and we’re all alone, surely the person who stops to help is sent by God. During the times when finances are desperately tight and, suddenly, there’s a breakthrough — God once again shows His hand. And the moments when someone comes or calls precisely when needed — well, God knows just what we need, when we need it. 

Common occurrences — often attributed to coincidence or even to luck — yet instances of God’s presence in our lives. Indeed, in a twist on Albert Einstein’s famous quote, “Coincidence is God’s way of remaining anonymous,” I’d say that coincidence is God’s way of making His presence known. Each day, in countless small ways, God shows that He is with us. What a wonderful God! 
And what about the lovely, milestone events in our lives, so frequently seen as our own achievements—isn’t God present in those as well? What is a newborn baby, for instance, but a miracle? Perfectly formed in the likeness of God (Genesis 1:26), a separate entity with thoughts and emotions, a baby may be perceived as the culmination of human endeavor, but in each little being, I see the miraculous, the presence of God.
 And marriage reflects yet another miracle. That an individual would find the one other person in the whole world, so perfectly suited in heart and mind that a lifetime together does not erode their affection — only God  could bring that to fruition. And it lasts, by God’s presence, because “a threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).
Going about our daily lives, Christmas calls us at once to remember Christ’s birth and to note his ever presence. Looking beyond the surface of the ordinary and seeing the extraordinary, therein is the Lord. Let’s celebrate the Lord’s presence in our lives. That’s the wonder of Christmas.
“I am with you always, even until the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20b).
