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A fresh start, another chance, unbound opportunity — these are the joys of January. An otherwise cold, dreary month, it’s filled with hope and promise simply because it’s the start of a new year. How enticing it is to ponder the possibility that any good thing we’ve long desired may lie just ahead.  Who knows what great things await! 
Yet, aside from the thrill of these hopes, dreams and aspirations, sometimes, unfulfilled destiny awaits us as well. Not even yet attempted, these destinies somehow remain somewhat of an undercurrent in our lives, a nagging idea just below the surface of our thoughts, like a repeated chorus. But, hesitant to face the unknown — actually, if we’re honest, fearful to face the unknown — we often fail to act.
Think about it for a moment. Have you had an idea, a ministry, a career, an activity, or some other undertaking that comes to mind often, yet remains unanswered? Almost as if a quiet voice were whispering, you have this feeling that this is something you should be doing, but aren’t. Have you ever experienced this? 

That persistent voice is the Lord’s. Yet, fraught with doubts and apprehensions, we hesitate to respond, to take that leap of faith. It’s amazing how powerful fear can be. Exactly what is it that the Lord has to do to gain our attention?  

Maybe this is the year to relinquish fear and step out in faith. Perhaps it’s time to stop considering the potential pitfalls, fearing the unforeseen changes in the familiarity of our lives. Since fear and faith cannot coexist, let’s opt for faith.

Let’s make this the year to heed that still, small voice, to venture out in faith, to answer that call. As this new year dawns, that undertaking that we have avoided even thinking about may just be the steppingstone to a wonderful new future. Are we willing to find out?
Scripture tell us to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). Therein is our answer: trust. If we genuinely trust the Lord, trust Him with every aspect of our lives, we can finally respond “yes” to that beckoning voice calling us to a new place in Him. So, let’s trust the Lord, and then go ahead and step out in faith.
After all, although “A man's heart plans his way, the Lord directs his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9) So, we needn’t fear that just maybe the voice we hear is our own and not God’s. Let’s step out anyway, secure in the knowledge that the Lord will direct our steps. Isn’t it wonderful to know we’re not alone on this journey?

We know that the Lord is going before us, “So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’“ (Hebrews 13:6). And just consider the possibilities of greatness, wonder and joy that we might experience simply by responding affirmatively to the Lord.
What is it that you’ve been afraid to do? Trust that the Lord is leading you, and do it. Step out in faith because “without faith it is impossible to please God.” (Hebrews 11:6) And pleasing God is our whole purpose, isn’t it?  

Happy New Year!

