Christian Living
New Beginnings ©
By Denise Fawcett Facey

A new year, a new beginning, new opportunities — isn’t January a great time! The hustle and bustle of November and December recede, giving way to a quiet and more reflective period. And with winter’s cold sending us scurrying for the warmth of indoors, there’s more time to think, to contemplate the near future. So, as you think about this year, what do you want?
What events would you like to see take place this year? What do you envision yourself accomplishing? What changes will you make? Better yet, what would you like to leave behind? Whether last year was all you hoped it would be or fell far short of expectation, January often symbolizes the time to embark on new endeavors. 
Maybe a new career or advancement in the one you already have is on this year’s agenda. Perhaps this is the year to acquire a new body — thinner, more muscular or whatever constitutes your idea of beauty. Or this might just be the year you learn the new skill you’ve been meaning to try or conquer the habit that has been on your “to do” list for so long. The possibilities seem endless as a new year unfolds.

But what about our spiritual lives — what plans do we have for them? What hopes do we have for our relationship with the Lord? What spiritual changes might we make during this year? As we ponder the year ahead, how much time do we give to consideration of our spiritual state and its growth? If we’re honest, a little fine-tuning may be in order. What better time to begin than the start of a new year. 

 As I read the Bible, I’m fascinated by the realization that the Lord chose the beginning of a new year as the time when He would begin to dwell among the people of Israel. Directing Moses to build a tabernacle for this purpose (Exodus 25:8), the Lord instructed him to “set up the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on the first day of the first month” (Exodus 40:1). Clearly, the Lord sees the beginning of a new year as a special time. 
With this precedent already set, I want to make this entire year a special time with the Lord. Sure, I already pray every day and read the word daily, too. However, surveying the year ahead, I want it to include an even closer walk with the Lord. In this Christian journey, my goals are to be a little better this year than last, to try even harder to “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). 

So, I want to be more attuned to the Lord’s voice and less able to hear the enemy speak.  This will be the perfect antidote to occasional discouragement and worry. And as a bonus, my faith will get a boost, too. 
I’d also like to reflect Christ so clearly in all I do that others will “see my good works and glorify my father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Beyond the intrinsic reward in doing good things, the glimpses of Christ that shine through at those times may be precisely what someone needs to draw closer to Christ. I don’t want to miss that opportunity.

 And I want the word of God to be a living instrument in my life, indeed, my sole compass. In so doing, decisions immediately become easier, burdens lighter and peace a continual companion, rather than a visitor. I like that. 
These are among the spiritual new beginnings I’d like to attain this year. Nothing dramatic—just drawing a bit closer to Christ, tweaking who I currently am to bring me to who I can be in Christ. And while I still have other kinds of new beginnings I’d love to achieve this year — from seeing another book or two published to enhancing my garden to taking a little time to travel with my husband — I want to ensure that my central focus is the Lord and my walk with Him.

Where might your spiritual new beginning start this year? Now is the time. 
“Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous will your future be.” (Job 8:7) 
