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Remember when you were a very young child or when your own children were at that cherubic age when learning ABCs and 123s was such a big deal? What a charming time of life! Parents delight in watching their children progress, secretly thinking—or sometimes blatantly bragging—that just maybe their child is extra smart. And little children are just as pleased with themselves as they discover that reciting letters and numbers elicits praise and applause. 
Then children eventually figure out that numbers can have very positive connotations when communicating with others. For example, quickly perceiving that “bigger is better,” children understand that there is greater merit in being 8 ½ than in being merely 8 years old and more value in being 4 feet 6 ¾ inches tall than in being simply 4’ 6.’’ Numbers matter.  And they matter even more in adulthood, when bigger numbers aren’t always such a good thing. After all, why else would so many women hide—or lie about—their age?! 
And that brings us to the crux of the whole numbers issue. People often conceal numbers that describe them—age, weight, clothing size—because they fear the judgments others will make if this information is revealed. Deeming us too old or too young, too heavy or too thin, perhaps others will draw harshly unfavorable conclusions about our worth, our beauty, our appeal, if they know the numbers. Once revealed, numbers may become weapons used against us. So, many choose to remain mute about these numbers, or lie about them. It’s all about self-protection. And I completely understand.
But God perceives us so differently from the way we perceive ourselves. Contrary to our youth-obsessed society, where negativity often is accorded old age — from mean-spirited jokes to numerous products meant to conceal the advancement of time on our faces, hair and body — the Lord, instead, often chooses people of advanced age to do His work. Moses, for example, was 80 years old when called to lead the Israelites.  Joshua is believed to have been 60 when he led the people of Israel into the Promised Land along with 78-year-old Caleb. 
And even in the New Testament, two elderly people, Simeon and Anna, were among the first to proclaim Jesus as Lord (see Luke 2: 25-38). All these were chosen by God because He knows that, just like so many others who live for the Lord, “they still bear fruit in old age” (Psalm 92:14). Yes, some numbers do matter. 

The difference here is that the importance God places on numbers is a blessing to us in every way. Offering relief from worry and fear, Scripture tells us that, “even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:30-31). I love that! To know even the number of hairs on our heads is quite intimate knowledge, revealing how very well God knows us and yet how deeply He cares for us. God has counted the numbers specifically because He has already found us valuable. Wow!
It’s so easy for us to live by numbers that seem to define our appearance, drawing solace or consternation from what those numbers reflect. But God, who created us in His own image, looks beyond the temporal packaging to see the beauty of His creation. Having made us “a little lower than the angels and crowned with glory and honor,” (Psalm 8:5) He sees us as His “glorious ones in whom is all [His] delight” (Psalm 16:3). That is truly a blessed assurance.

Jesus loves us just as we are, regardless of age, weight, height, clothing size or any other numbers that describe our outward persona. And while each of us may still have one or two numbers that we’ll withhold from public disclosure, let’s begin seeing ourselves through God’s eyes. Then we can join the psalmist in saying, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well” (Psalm 139:14).
 “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12)
