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Occasionally people will sprinkle the phrase “God willing” into conversation. You know, “God willing, such and such will occur.” Or “I’m going to blah, blah, blah, God willing.” As Christians, we are aware that God’s will has a significant role in our lives and, uttering this phrase from time to time, we acknowledge that we are trying to view our hopes and plans in the context of His will.  

But what about those times when God’s will for our lives is not at all in keeping with anything we might have chosen for ourselves? What about when God’s will is difficult to experience and makes our lives more complicated than before? That’s a hard place to be. Questioning whether, indeed, we have heard from God, we may be flooded with doubt at such times. We believe that we clearly understood God’s will for our lives, yet as we walk in it, the road is fraught with steep climbs, deep potholes, and various obstacles. At such times, we wonder how our predicament could possibly be God’s will. 

Don’t worry; you are likely precisely where the Lord intended you to be, in the center of His will. It’s just that, contrary to popular theology, God’s will is not always without hardship. In fact, the Bible is filled with accounts of people whose lives were made more difficult — yet infinitely more richly blessed — by following God’s will. From Job, in the Old Testament, to Mary in the New Testament, and so many in between, we have examples that illustrate just how much God’s will can transform lives and simultaneously complicate them. 
A godly man, the Bible tells us that after years of abundant blessing, Job began to experience unprecedented loss, heartache and misery through no fault of his own. In rapid succession, he lost every good thing in his life, and even his health hung precariously. Bewildered and bedraggled, Job nevertheless clung to his unshakeable faith in the Lord even as he cried out to Him in distress. And in the end, his blessings were double that which he had previously received.
Mary, a godly young woman, was called upon to become the mother of Jesus. Chosen because of her godliness, she nevertheless was subjected to rejection as her unwed pregnancy became known — with her fiancé, Joseph, initially planning to end their engagement — and later suffered the shame of watching her son die a criminal’s death on the cross. Yet, she never faltered in her commitment to the Lord.

Like Job and Mary, you may sometimes find that despite your best efforts to follow God’s will, problem upon problem has beset you, with no apparent end to your difficulties. Deepening your anguish, friends or family members, unable to comprehend the depth of your pain, may look at your circumstances and wonder aloud whether you have somehow provoked God’s wrath. Much like Job’s friends, who ostensibly came to offer comfort, they intimate that just maybe your present difficulties are the result of your failure to accurately discern the voice of God or, worse, are in some way deserved. 
Yet, here is the blessing in the midst of your personal storm: the Lord understands your situation and knows your heartache. In fact, “this is what the Lord says . . .  ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze’ ” (Isaiah 43:1-2). Think about those words for a moment; let them sink into the deepest part of your heart. Regardless of how onerous the situation or how hurtful the comments, in the midst of turmoil, strife, grief or pain, the Lord is there with you. Moreover, He cares and He reaches out to you in comfort. What a blessing. 
As we walk in His will, our difficult times are not the result of His displeasure, but rather a display of His purpose and, ultimately, His glory. When the Israelites experienced increased hardships due to Moses’ intervention on their behalf, they cried out in indignation and anguish. Yet their hardship was in God’s will. Later, trapped between the Red Sea and the rapidly approaching Egyptians, they protested bitterly that they had been brought out of Egypt simply to die a horrible death. It surely seemed that their situation was not from God and they could not possibly have been in His will. But they were.
Their entire ordeal — as frightening and tumultuous as it was — ultimately glorified God as He brought the Egyptians down for the final time. The Israelites were actually in the center of God’s will for them all along. And He had been with them every step of the way, working it out for their good.

And what could be a greater testimony to being in God’s will than Christ Himself? Misunderstood, misrepresented and mistreated, He seemed finished as he hung on a cross, the epitome of shame at that time. Even as He hung there, others continued to jeer and mock, asking Him why He was still on that cross if He was truly God, ridiculing everything Christ stood for as they crowned Him with thorns. A more desolate and despairing time is not imaginable. But, oh, the glory that was to come! 
Difficulties, trials and hardship do not signal that we are out of step with God’s will for our lives. On the contrary, they merely signify the enemy’s opposition to God’s plan. No matter how dark the night, how hard the road or how painful the experience, God’s will and His purpose are being exerted in our lives, to glorify Him and edify us. So ignore the naysayers, abide in His will and know that God will be glorified. “As it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him’ “(1Corinthians 2:9). This, too, is His will in the storms of our lives.
