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Merry Christmas! Only a true Scrooge fails to smile upon hearing those words each December. As both greeting and good-bye, this cheerful phrase rings out in homes, stores, even offices.  With it, we convey our wishes for the season and our enjoyment of it as well, all in one small phrase. 
But when we wish someone a merry Christmas, are we displaying our joy in the imminent celebration of Christ’s birth or are we simply entering into the festivities of this dazzling season? Be honest; no one will know but you. While I absolutely delight in this time of year — savoring everything from gift-wrapping to decorating to caroling — I’ve begun to realize how very easy it is to be charmed by the beauty and merriment that abound at this time of year. How easy and pleasurable it is to celebrate Christmas. But do we celebrate Christ?  
Getting right to the heart of Christmas, this question is not meant to undermine the enchantment of the holiday or sap the joy from the festivities. After all, Christmas is really a birthday party for Jesus, and what’s more celebratory than a party?  Yet, in all our fun and frivolity, do we sometimes forget about the Guest of honor? 
The thing is, celebrating Christ, actually making Him central to our enjoyment of the holiday, is neither difficult nor somber. It’s just as joyous and personally fulfilling as the angels intimated so long ago, announcing the “good news of great joy that will be for all people.” (Luke 2:10). Those angels who proclaimed His birth understood the full measure of its significance: that Christ came not only to save each and every one of us, but also to imbue our hearts with “great joy,” to bestow His peace, and to offer “good will” or kindness to all. This is what celebrating Christ is all about. 

Joy, peace, kindness — offered as gifts to others, these are among the best ways to really celebrate Christ. And it’s in the simplest acts that we most profoundly represent these blessings. Bringing a gift of homemade goodies, for instance, or a small Christmas tree — along with the ornaments to decorate it — is a wonderful way to spend an afternoon with someone who is alone. Even better, your time and a portion of yourself become gifts right along with the material gift. Sincere and guileless, these are actually gifts of joy and kindness, opening the door to sharing Christ. Now, that’s celebrating Christ!
Similarly, ministering to the homeless or at a children’s charity or a battered women’s shelter, or any other place where people are hurting, makes Christ real to those who really need to know that He lives and that He cares. Offering love and compassion, meeting physical needs — not as one who is above them, but rather as one who is redeemed by grace — we extend Christ’s hand of love, reflecting Christ in action. As Jesus said, “‘whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’” (Matthew 25:40) What better way to celebrate Christ?  

Or simply calling a truce with that person who has a knack for irritating us — and we know who it is! — is a peace offering that sincerely honors the Prince of Peace. A simple phone call or note could do wonders. As Scripture says, “Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9); I want to be blessed, how about you? What’s more, mentioning the role that Christmas and Christ had in the timing of our decision celebrates Christ even more.

The angels were right! Celebrating Christ really does bring "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" (Luke 2:14). And there’s no need to forego the glittering lights and glorious decorations, the beautiful gifts or the marvelous music that have become integral to our happy Christmas memories.  These special parts of Christmas are meant to be enjoyed. 
But this year, let’s go a step further. Let’s seek creative ways to make Christ manifest, to move beyond the superficial accoutrement of Christmas to the more profound meaning of Christ, to make an individual difference in someone else’s life.  Let’s have a real <i>Christ</i>mas celebration. 
 “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
